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In Loving Memory of



Obituary
On August 12, 1957 the union between John Henry Durden 
and Lula Mae Thurmond brought about the birth of Bernadine 
Bernadette Durden. She grew up in Nacogdoches, Texas in a 
house with her six siblings (Ricky, Brenda, Michael, Cheryl, 
Randy, and Tony). Being born in a small town didn’t deter 
mom from bearing big dreams of seeing the world. 

Before leaving for the Big City, she gave birth to two boys 
(Jaworski and Tyvensky). During her journey, she encountered 
some bumps in the road that caused her to lose her footing. 
However, through determination, she was able to find her 
way back through Gods grace. After a roller coaster of varied 
employment, she was able to secure a Longshoreman position 
at the Port of Houston. There, she worked thirteen years and 
was known as “Red Dot Dee.”

_________________

 No matter the names you acquired in this life, your love, 
laughter, smile, honesty, attitude and presence touched all who 

were apart of your life.  

We Love You Dean
--The Family

Family Expressions of 
Love

Mom, you put your life on the line giving me life and there’s no 
way to pay you back for me now. But you be forever in my 

heart and mind. So, you live as long as I live and you live through 
the hearts of our family. 

Love you Mom,
Your Son Vinny

To my love Bernadine Durden, my baby and my love. You will 
always have a place in my heart. I love you, but GOD love you 

best.             -Rufus Woodard “Hubby”

To Auntie
Your time here on earth was short lived. Now you left us here with 
all tears. What I loved about you most is you always keep it real. 
And you weren’t afraid to tell people exactly how you feel. Even if 
they didn’t want to hear what you had to say, you weren’t’ afraid 
to say it anyway. As a kid growing up when you were doing good, 
even only as an auntie you did things a mother should. So, I’ll 
forever remember that as I live on. Tell Wylie and Mama I said Hi 
and I’m tryna stay strong.     -Nephew Lavor Durden

To my beloved Brave Big Sister, you will be truly missed. The 
memories, moments talks and the leadership. Rest well Sis.

-Brother Randy Durden

And though you’ve walked through Heaven’s gate, we’re never 
apart. For every time I think of you, you’re right here deep within 
my heart.           -Your Sister Cheryl Durden

To Big Sis,
I gone really miss the times where we jammed music and sipped 
wine, playing spades and whooping behind. Even though the 
behind was mine. And Sidy helping was your partner, Lesha game 
after game, trying to reach ya. After a long night in trying to 
preach ya BAM!! 10 for 200, I still can beat ya!

-Love, Brenda Durden


