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 Fletcher Douglas Lockridge, affectionately known as Papa Lock by 
his loved ones, was born in Houston, Texas on November 25, 1946, to Oliver 
Lockridge and Mordester Galloway-Lockridge.
 Fletcher started out at B.C. Elmore High School, but after the untimely 
death of his father, he departed ways to focus on taking care of his family. 
Subsequently, he found his true calling as an entrepreneur, and discovered his 
passion was the tree and landscaping business.
At the tender age of 19, he had a fleeting marriage to Dorothy Perkins-Hemphill 
in the year of 1966, and during their time, they welcomed two loving children 
into the world: Belinda Myrick and Fletcher Lockridge Jr. Papa Lock was also 
gifted with two gracious children, Erick Duffie and Fletchell Duffie, in the 
year of 1970 and 1973. Ultimately, on December 18, 1971, he married Brenda 
Marie Anthony-Lockridge (Mama Lock) in a double wedding ceremony along 
with her sister Mary Pleasant and her husband Willis Pleasant. During their 
marriage, they were blessed with two lovely daughters named Ethene Lanell 
Anthony and Fletcherie Marie Lockridge-Thomas. Sadly, Mama Lock passed 
away unexpectedly in the year 2003, Fletcher eventually remarried in the year 
2006 to Joanna Lewis.
 Throughout his life, Papa Lock was an embodiment of unconditional 
positive regard, love, compassion, kindness, faith, devotion, and selfless service. 
Introduced to the Lord at a young age and baptized, he spent the rest of his life 
sharing God’s love with everyone he encountered. Because he was so dedicated 
to helping his family and taking pride in his work, he worked countless hours 
through the night, in the heat, in the rain, and even when he was in pain. 
Nevertheless, because of his huge heart, the Lord rewarded and blessed him to 
be in business for over 50 plus years, during which time his adored customers 
became his extended family. In his spare time, he demonstrated how much of 
a musical genius he was by displaying his skills playing the guitar, which was 
his favorite, piano, and singing tunes. In addition, a hobby he loved was going 
fishing to relax and clear his mind, if you asked why; he would tell you, he 
loved to be surrounded by nature.
 On Tuesday, December 27, 2022, God called one of his good and faithful 
servants to rest from his earthly home to enter the eternal kingdom.
 He is preceded in death by his loving parents: Oliver Lockridge and 
Mordester Galloway-Lockridge, his beautiful wife Brenda Marie Anthony-
Lockridge (Mama Lock), sweet daughter Fletchell Duffie, sisters Alberta 
Sparks and Ella Mae Sam’s, brother Adam Lockridge, great granddaughters 
Areyonna Bre’nae Frazier and Madisyn Serenity Frazier, sister-in-law Mary 
Pleasant.
 Mourning his departure, but also celebrating his life and forever 
cherishing his memories. His loving children: Belinda Myrick (Rodney 
Myrick), Fletcher Lockridge Jr., Erick Duffie (Michelle Duffie), Ethene Lanell 
Anthony, Fletcherie Lockridge Thomas (Cedric Thomas), Siblings: Irene 
Lockridge Cunningham, Lillie Mae Lockridge, John L. Lockridge, sister-in-
law Ethel Mae Milton (Johnny L. Milton) Grandchildren: Chris, Chad, Hali, 
Jeronica, Cedranika, Cashona, Josie, Cedric Eugene, Cedric Douglas, Robin, 
Reginald, Joshua, Emmanuel, Sarah, Rikita, Anastasia, Hannah, Israel, Samuel, 
Peyton, Evan, Rachel & Israel. Great-Grandchildren: Kymrin, Alexandria, 
Ja’lynn, Delanso, Kassidy, Kristian Joy, Kortland, Corinne, Zachary, Brendan, 
Serenity; and a host of other loving relatives, neighbors, and lifelong friends.

His Favorite Bible Verse: Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the 
evidence of things not seen. (Hebrews 11:1)

Obituary



Order of Service 
Musical Prelude .......................................................................................WODSOP Praise Team

Processional ...................................................................................... Clergy, Bearers and Family

Scripture Readings
          Old Testament ................................................................................................Rikita Thomas
          New Testament ....................................................................................... Anastasia Thomas

Prayer of Comfort

Solo ...............................................................................................................................Hali Myrick

Expressions of Love ................................................... Jeronica Griffin and Cedranika Thomas
Kymrin Griffin and Josie Crosby

Solo ...............................................................................................................................Erick Duffie

Expressions of Love ....................................................... Hannah Duffie and Cashona Thomas

Reading of Obituary ................................................................................ Gregory Ray-Houston

Acknowledgements and Resolutions

Tribute ................................................................Rikita and Cedranika Thomas (Praise Dance) 

Eulogistic Remarks ............................................................................... Overseer J.L. Milton, Sr.

Sermonic Solo ..........................................................................................WODSOP Praise Team

Message of Hope ..........................................................................................Pastor Valton Milton

Recessional .........................................................................Clergy, Bearers, Family and Friends



Dad was a walking, talking, living example of the love and kindness he preached! Always and 
forever, he will be my favorite man on this side of earth. Simply said, I adore him with my 

whole heart and can’t thank him enough for everything he has done for me! Though our loss will 
leave a hole in our hearts that will never be replaced, we are grateful to you for being a strong 
and loving father throughout the years. We shall always carry with us the knowledge you gave 
us. God is seated on a high throne, seeing the entire scene, and he will protect and sustain us no 
matter what. The sun will soon set, but with God’s help, we can win this battle. Dad, you can rest 
easy knowing that your children will be cared for and that they loved you very much. You put up 
a brave battle, and if there’s one thing I know for sure, it’s that your heart was made of gold, and I 
will never forget all the kindness, patience, compassion and love you showed not just to me, but to 
many others. I Love You Daddy and nothing or no one can ever change that!

Love Always, 
Your Daughter - Ethene Lanell Anthony

Our Grandfather

Our Grandfather kept a garden.
A garden of the heart;

He planted all the good things,
That gave our lives their start.

He turned us to the word of God,
And encouraged us to dream and work hard:

Fostering and nurturing the seeds of character, morals, 
integrity, and self-esteem.

And then the winds and rain began to come,
He protected us enough;

But not too much because he knew
We would stand up tall, strong, and tough.

He wasn’t perfect but the good he
done outweighed it all,

He always taught us right from wrong, encouraging us 
to get back up & keep trying if we ever fall.

Because of you grandfather
we don’t know the meaning of quit.

You built markers for our pathway that will last
a lifetime long and that’s something we’re grateful for 

and can never forget.
We are our Grandfather’s garden,

And Forever his legacy will live on.
Thank you Papa for loving,

helping us and making us strong.
All though this broke us and some days we feel like we 

can’t shake the pain. Thanks to you, 
We know to run to God to ask for strength when we 

feel like we can’t make it. 
 We love you for your genuine heart and all your selfless 

hands have done!

Your Grandchildren

To Our Father

We’ll always remember
that special smile,
that caring heart,

that warm embrace,
you always gave us.

You being there
for all six of us

through good and bad times,
no matter what.

We’ll always remember
you Dad because

they’ll never be another one
to replace you in our hearts,
and the love we will always

have for you.

Love Always, Your Children

Tributes from His Lockridge Tree Service Family

Our Condolences on your loss. 
He was one of my favorites!

-Mr. Byrd

I am sorry to hear this and so sorry for your loss.
He did great work and was a very great person. Thank you for letting

Me know. Love and all the best on you all recovery from this loss. 
-Donna

He was a gentle soul! I’m sure he is enjoying his home in heaven now.
-Mrs. Bellow

I am deeply saddened to hear about the passing of Fletcher, he had a heart of gold. He 
lifted everyone with his words of praise and wisdom. We will miss him but know he’s with 

his best friend, God his father. Sending all of you love and strength. He lives in all your 
memories and daily actions. Have a Wonderful day!

-Mr. & Mrs. Caflisch

I am so very sorry to hear about Fletcher! He was such a wonderful man and have such a 
great family! I will always remember the great job you guys did for me in Schulenburg!! 
I have a prior engagement on the date of his homegoing, I am so sorry not to be there to 

celebrate Fletcher and his wonderful life!
-Collier 

I just heard about Fletcher. I am so sorry to hear about his passing. I know he was in so 
much pain but, I sure wasn’t ready for him to go. I just loved him. Fletcher was a kind, 

smart and loving Christian man. I will truly miss him.
-Pam S. 

This is devastating news. I’m so sorry that I won’t be able to join in the celebration sending 
off our good friend Fletcher. My mom, Cecilia and I enjoyed his big heart, love of trees 

and civic minded spirit. There will never be another like him.  We are all better for having 
known him! We send our love to the entire family and hope you all get to enjoy many 

warm memories of him together this weekend.
-Emily V. 

I am so heart broken to hear this news. I loved Fletcher and have ever since first meeting 
him. Such a wonderful person with such a loving heart. I am really going to miss him. I 

know a lot of people are. So glad I ran into him at my parents house a few months ago. He 
was always in good spirits. I was just thinking about him this week. Sending comfort and 

prayers for the family.
-Maddison S. 

Tributes of Love


